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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ALLIED VAN LINES ANNOUNCES 42nd

ANNUAL MAGNET STATES REPORT

Texas takes No. 1 destination spot in U.S. for fifth

year in a row, followed by Arizona and North Carolina

CHICAGO, January 4, 2010 – More individuals and families chose

to settle deep in the heart of Texas than anywhere in the United

States in 2009, according to Allied Van Lines’ 42nd Annual Magnet

States Report released today.

For the fifth year in a row, Texas outshined every other state and

took the lead as the No. 1 destination state in 2009 based on

Allied’s report, which tracks U.S. migration patterns.

Texas realized the highest net relocation gain (inbound moves

minus outbound moves performed by Allied Van Lines, one of the

world’s largest moving companies) of almost 2,000 in 2009, slightly

higher than last year’s gain of about 1,900. Arizona placed second

with a net relocation gain of 566, followed closely by North Carolina

in third place with a gain of 564. Colorado and Florida placed fourth

and fifth respectively for states with the largest net relocation gains.
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“We moved a wide variety of people here this year – from singles to families to retirees

and all from various backgrounds, which makes a lot of sense. Texas is just so diverse

and welcoming to different cultural and ethnic groups,” said Ben Hurwitz, president of

Westheimer Transfer & Storage, Houston, Texas, and one of the longest-standing

domestic and international agents of Allied Van Lines, a leading moving company

worldwide. “We also did a lot of corporate relocations this year for some very large

companies based in Texas. And that’s not surprising since we’re such a business

friendly state, too.”

The Lone Star State racked up almost 8,800 total shipments and ranked second behind

California which had almost 11,000 total shipments and claimed the title of “most mobile

state” (the highest volume of inbound and outbound shipments by international mover

Allied Van Lines), followed by Florida in third place with just over 8,600 total shipments.

"Texas remains the best place in America to live, work and raise a family," said Bill

Hammond, president of the Texas Association of Business. "Our business climate,

diverse culture, and unique sense of independence make our state the envy of the

nation. Companies like Allied Van Lines, which help relocate families to our great state,

are essential to the Lone Star State continuing to shine."

Opinions of Texas have changed in recent years, according to Bill Jones, chairman of

the Texas Association of REALTORS®.

“Texas seems to be the cheap seats but with a great view,” Jones said. “Just 20 years

ago, our wonderful state wasn’t the first choice for many people. But now people from

all over are noticing we have everything you could possibly want – from reasonably

priced housing, to plenty of land for business and housing development, to a wide

variety of fine arts and recreational opportunities.”

http://www.allied.com/
http://www.allied.com/
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Outbound States

Michigan experienced the highest net relocation losses (more outbound than inbound

shipments), followed by Illinois, Pennsylvania, New Jersey and California. A troubled

auto industry and housing market most likely continued to negatively affect relocations

to Michigan, as Allied Van Lines’ outbound shipments of 2,210 were about double its

inbound shipments of 1,019 for the state. Illinois experienced the second largest net

relocation loss with 942 more outbound than inbound moves, closely followed by

Pennsylvania with a net relocation loss of 854, and California with a loss of 459.

About Allied Van Lines

Established in 1928, Allied Van Lines, with more than 500 agent locations in North

America, is an experienced leader in household goods moving and specialized

transportation services. Allied is one of the world’s largest moving companies and one

of the established global brands of SIRVA Inc., a leader in providing relocation services

to corporations, consumers and governments around the world. For more information

about Allied Van Lines, visit www.allied.com.

About SIRVA Inc.

SIRVA Inc. is a leading provider of relocation solutions to a well-established and diverse

customer base around the world. The Company handles all aspects of relocation,

including home purchase and home sale services, household goods moving, mortgage

services, and home closing and settlement services. SIRVA conducts more than

300,000 relocations per year, transferring corporate and government employees in

addition to individual consumers. SIRVA’s well-recognized brands include Allied, Allied

International, Allied Pickfords, Allied Special Products, DJK Residential, Global,

northAmerican, northAmerican International, SIRVA Mortgage, SIRVA Relocation and

SIRVA Settlement. More information about SIRVA can be found on the Company's Web

site at www.sirva.com.

http://www.allied.com/
http://www.allied.com/
http://www.sirva.com/
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Household Goods Shipments
January - November
2009

Source: Allied Van Lines internal shipment data. Data is sorted by percent total volume.

Top state for outbound moves: Michigan. Top magnet states: Texas, Arizona and North Carolina

Outbound Inbound

Origin
State

Shipment
Vol % Total

Destination
State

Shipment
Vol % Total

CA 5,664 9.5% TX 5,364 9.0%

FL 4,066 6.8% CA 5,205 8.8%

TX 3,419 5.8% FL 4,538 7.6%

IL 3,279 5.5% VA 3,046 5.1%

VA 2,808 4.7% NC 2,492 4.2%

PA 2,591 4.4% IL 2,337 3.9%

NY 2,487 4.2% NY 2,161 3.6%

MI 2,210 3.7% AZ 2,151 3.6%

NC 1,928 3.2% GA 2,101 3.5%

OH 1,920 3.2% CO 2,008 3.4%

WA 1,913 3.2% WA 1,907 3.2%

NJ 1,845 3.1% PA 1,737 2.9%

GA 1,763 3.0% OH 1,549 2.6%

AZ 1,585 2.7% SC 1,372 2.3%

CO 1,500 2.5% MD 1,295 2.2%

SC 1,338 2.3% TN 1,280 2.2%

TN 1,316 2.2% MA 1,233 2.1%

MD 1,314 2.2% NJ 1,214 2.0%

CT 1,184 2.0% MI 1,019 1.7%

MN 1,133 1.9% MN 912 1.5%

MA 1,057 1.8% MO 907 1.5%

WI 1,007 1.7% OR 855 1.4%

NV 958 1.6% WI 847 1.4%

IN 937 1.6% KY 809 1.4%

MO 774 1.3% CT 800 1.3%

OK 735 1.2% NV 799 1.3%

KS 710 1.2% IN 788 1.3%

IA 696 1.2% AL 778 1.3%

UT 642 1.1% LA 719 1.2%

LA 637 1.1% UT 673 1.1%

AL 626 1.1% OK 602 1.0%

OR 618 1.0% NM 581 1.0%

KY 618 1.0% KS 571 1.0%

NM 394 0.7% IA 564 0.9%

ME 384 0.6% DC 469 0.8%

DE 377 0.6% AR 392 0.7%

ID 361 0.6% ID 371 0.6%

NE 360 0.6% MS 364 0.6%

WV 350 0.6% DE 301 0.5%
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MS 262 0.4% NE 300 0.5%

DC 245 0.4% NH 278 0.5%

AR 236 0.4% MT 275 0.5%

ND 212 0.4% ME 258 0.4%

NH 196 0.3% WV 251 0.4%

SD 168 0.3% RI 209 0.4%

RI 157 0.3% WY 181 0.3%

MT 139 0.2% VT 172 0.3%

WY 132 0.2% ND 163 0.3%

VT 114 0.2% SD 149 0.3%

AK 16 0.0% AK 34 0.1%

Total 59,381 100.0% Total 59,381 100.0%

###


